Enzymes in the SON in control rats hydrolyzed the different nucleoside diphosphates at comparable rates, that were of the same magnitude as the rate of hydrolysis of TPP (Fig. 1) . After a dehydration period of 3 days, the increase in enzymatic activity with UDP and GDP was similar to that measured with TPP as substrate (40%), while the increase in IDPase activity was only 18% (0.05 < P <0.10).
In AR of the control animals the diphosphatesplitting activity showed differences with respect to the substrate used: TPPase < UDPase < GDPase < IDPase. The thirsting period, however, did not influence the activity of the enzyme(s) in All (Fig. 1) 
